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Abstract: Hunters make a large number of trips during the hunting season all over the world due to
the irregular distribution of hunting species. The proliferation of this kind of travel gives rise to the
origin of a new kind of specific tourism, i.e., hunting tourism. Currently, the economic magnitude of
this kind of travel has led to carrying out numerous studies on the subject. It has, however, been
observed that most of them concentrate on the economic and environmental aspects of this activity
and neglect a parameter as important as demand. Becoming familiar with the characteristics of the
hunting traveller allows more appropriate management of this kind of tourism. It is for this reason
that this study approaches the various profiles of hunting travellers residing in Extremadura and
determines the most important characteristics of their movements. The main source of information
for this research is the results obtained from distributing a questionnaire during a period of one year.
These data have been processed by univariate and bivariate statistical techniques, which allow us to
obtain groundbreaking results. These include, in particular, the considerable mobility of the hunter
resident in Extremadura, who makes a large number of trips in order to hunt during the season, and
the relationship between the number of days hunters travel, according to their income.
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1. Introduction

Hunting has undergone a considerable transformation throughout history, which evolves from its
conception as a practice based on subsistence to its current consideration as a leisure and recreational
activity. This dual role already existed in Spain in the Middle Ages, which is a historical period when
royalty already practised big game hunting as a leisure activity [1]. Examples of this can be found in
classical hunting texts such as that written by Alfonso XI in the 14th century on hunting parties [2] and
in other books published in successive centuries. During the Modern Age, big game hunting continued
to be a privilege reserved for monarchs and noblemen. This situation was to change in the 19th century
with the suppression of privileges in the country. From this moment on, hunting gradually ceased being
a practice of subsistence to give way to a new perspective in which its leisure and sporting character
came to the fore [3]. It was precisely during this century when the first international hunting trips arose
in numerous countries with the major destinations being Africa and Asia, which is encouraged by the
improvement in transport systems and colonisation [4]. The profiles of these first international hunters
were a combination of trophy hunters [5] and naturalists, adventurers, and explorers [6]. Many of the
specimens shot on these trips were exhibited in museums and, at the same time, a literature of hunting
trips arose. These circumstances helped promote hunting travel, which increased considerably during
the 20th century encouraged by the great improvement in infrastructures and transport [7].
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During the 20th century, hunting became more popular with an increase in the number of hunters
and hunting trips. One of the reasons for the movements of hunters to different destinations is and has
been the irregular distribution of hunting species throughout the world. This is combined with the
interest in enjoying experiences in different places in which the landscapes and hunting cultures may
be very diverse. The increase in the number of hunters and the dissemination of these trips led to a
new form of specific tourism. This is hunting tourism, which is defined by Rengifo [7] (p. 4) as being
“that including the series of activities carried out by people who travel to a specific space attracted
by the hunting resource with the aim of capturing specimens with sustainable criteria using different
techniques and means.”

A series of elements occur in this type of trips, which are described in Figure 1 and can be
summarised as follows. Hunters start from an issuing centre, which is their place of residence and
travel to a reception centre in which various hunting species are distributed. Among those taking part
in hunting trips, two types of hunters can be identified depending on the duration of the former. One
type is known as the hunter-tripper who makes day trips lasting less than 24 h and does not need
an overnight stay at the reception centre. The second type is the hunter-hunting tourist who makes
journeys lasting more than 24 h, which implies an overnight stay at the destination.
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Hunting tourism has attained considerable importance on a world scale. In this sense, the United
States and Europe are the main potential issuing centres for hunters in international tourism as the
result of their high purchasing power and the large number of hunters. In 2016, the number of United
States citizens with a hunting licence amounted to 11.5 million [8], while, in Europe, the figure is 7
million [9]. Knowing the characteristics of the demand for hunting travelers allows the design of
adequate planning and management of this type of tourism. In the case of Europe, Pinnet [10] identifies
the existence of three types of hunters, according to their travel type and the expenses of these journeys.

Hunters who do not travel outside their country of residence to practise hunting make journeys
within the same region, which do not generally involve overnight stays.

Hunters mainly travel within their country of residence and occasionally outside it to hunt. These
journeys may involve overnight stays at their destination as they are of variable distances and the
expense incurred by the hunter is intermediate.

Among hunters who habitually travel outside their country of residence to hunt, the distance
travelled is the longest and involves overnight stays at the destination.

These journeys generate an important economic impact in the reception centres, which affects
very diverse sectors such as the hotel trade and acts as a possible tool of economic diversification in
these places [11–13]. In some specific destinations such as Africa, the role that hunting tourism plays
has been amply demonstrated in two important aspects: nature conservation and its contribution to
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the local economy of rural populations. The economic resources derived from this specific form of
tourism are a fundamental source of wealth for the local population living in different areas of Africa
where hunting tourism has a high presence [14,15]. At the same time, a good part of this revenue has
enabled numerous measures to conserve the environment [16].

The popularisation of hunting and the economic benefits it generates on a world scale have meant
that this activity has currently attained considerable importance in certain rural areas. It is for this
reason that the scientific studies on this subject have increased in number. The main lines of research,
which have arisen at a regional, national, and international level are as follows.

On the one hand, those studies have aimed to estimate the effect of hunting tourism on specific
destinations and the role it plays in the local economy of the reception centres [17–25].

On the other hand, these studies have examined the environmental implications of hunting
tourism [26–34].

Lastly, a small number of studies have concentrated on the profile of the demand for this specific
type of tourism [10,35,36].

In short, the need for carrying out specific research into aspects of the profile of the hunting tourist
can be appreciated. For this reason, the main aim of this study is to contribute scientific knowledge
on a subject rarely tackled in the literature, which is known as the profile of hunters, by taking the
autonomous region of Extremadura as a study area since hunting is of great importance there [37–43].
Special emphasis is placed on identifying the type of displacements resulting. In this way, the following
hypotheses are raised.

Hypothesis 1 (H1). The number of days that the hunter stays away from his place of residence has a certain
relationship with his monthly income, the place he travels to, and the frequency with which he hunts in public
and private reserves.

Hypothesis 2 (H2). There are differences between the profile of the hunter-tripper and the hunter-tourist
resident in Extremadura.

In order to approach its objective, this study is structured in various sections.
In the first place, we detail the methodology used to carry out the study, which was essentially the

distribution of a survey to hunters from Extremadura. Numerous replies were obtained, which have
acted as the main source of information.

Second, we expound the results obtained after applying various techniques, which have allowed
us to find out the differences between the profile of the hunting tripper and the hunting tourist resident
in Extremadura.

Third, a discussion is initiated in which the results generated by this research are debated.
Lastly, some conclusions are given, which are derived from carrying out the full investigation.

2. Materials and Methods

The methodological process has been developed in the phases described in Figure 2. First, a
specific survey was designed to collect information on the different travellers’ profiles. These data were
integrated into a database, which was later processed using statistical techniques that have permitted
innovative results to be obtained. At the same time, some of the data collected from the questionnaire
as the subject of this research was integrated into Geographic Information Systems by determining the
main hunting destinations preferred by hunters’ residence in Extremadura.

The materials used in this research respond to two types of data: alphanumeric and cartographical
data. The main source of information comes from the distribution of a questionnaire, which was
designed for this research. It consisted of a series of questions in three blocks, as described in Table 1.
The results of the questionnaire make up the alphanumeric information of this study. On the other
hand, cartographical information from the National Geographical Institute [44] has been used. To be
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precise, the National Topographical Database at a scale of 1:100,000 draw up maps reflecting the major
destinations chosen by the hunter from Extremadura at a regional and national level.
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Table 1. Blocks and questions of the questionnaire.

Sociodemographic/Economic Profile Movements of the Hunter Types of Hunting

Sex Places where you hunt What types of small game hunting
do you practise?

Age
How many days do you travel to

hunt away from your place of
residence?

What types of big game hunting
do you practise?

Place of Residence

Can you estimate the number of
days you stay away from your

place of residence during hunting
trips?

How regularly do you hunt in
public reserves?

Level of Studies
What type of accommodation do
you choose for these overnight

stays?

How regularly do you hunt in
private reserves?

Employment Situation Who do you travel with? Are you a member of a local
hunting association?

Monthly Income Do you carry out activities other
than hunting on these trips?

Average Spending on Trip- Expense of hunting trips during
the last season

The alphanumeric data were compiled during intense field work carried out between 15 September
2018 and 15 September 2019, which consisted of attending numerous hunting events (hunting fairs,
hunters’ meetings, shooting parties, etc.) and of the distribution by electronic means (Google Drive) of
the questionnaire of this research (Table 2). These data were subsequently included on a database, which
has allowed highly relevant information on the profile of the hunter-tripper and the hunter-tourist to be
obtained as well as information on the movements of hunters from Extremadura during the 2018/2019
hunting season. Although this survey was completed by hunters who resided in the autonomous
region of Extremadura and by those who did not, for this study, the replies taken as a reference were
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those living in this region at that time. Since a high number of replies were obtained, it was possible to
carry out a very reliable statistical analysis.

Table 2. Data sheet.

Background 38,273 hunting licences issued in Extremadura (2018)
Sample Size 354 completed surveys

Sampling Random sample
Truthfulness Level 95%

Type of Survey Questionnaire on paper and online distributed at various hunting events
and through Google Drive.

Sampling Error
(p = q = 0.50; p = q = 0.90) 5.2%; 3.1%

Date of Completion 15 September 2018 to 15 September 2019

The data sheet, which appears in the following table, shows the considerable statistical reliability
of this information in which for 38,273 hunting licences were issued in Extremadura in 2018 [45]. A
sample size of 354 completed questionnaires was obtained. These data allow the reduction of the
sample error in the worst-case scenario to 5.2% and, in the best of cases, to 3.1%.

This information has been processed by means of univariate and bivariate descriptive statistical
techniques such as the crosstab, which has allowed us to appreciate the differences between both
traveller profiles, together with the application of the Pearson R correlation coefficient and Kendall’s
tau-b correlation coefficient to determine the existence or otherwise of correlation between some of the
variables studied. These coefficients have been those used in this study as they were considered the
most appropriate for establishing the relationships, which occur between some of the variables of this
research due to their ordinal qualitative nature (45). The results of the application of these coefficients
will indicate whether there is any type of association between the variables in such a way that the
following situations may arise.

The coefficient is 0, which indicates that there is no type of relationship between the variables.
The coefficient is between 0 and +1. In this case, the variables show a positive association, i.e., the

value of both variables increases at the same time.
The coefficient is between −1 and 0. This scenario identifies a negative correlation, which means

that, while the value of one variable increases, the value of the other variable falls.
Moreover, we resorted to using Geographical Information Systems for drawing up the

thematic cartography.
This type of methodology has been widely used in limiting different tourist profiles [46–48], due

to which it has been determined to be the most appropriate for tackling the objective put forward in
this research.

3. Results

3.1. Differences between the Hunter-Tripper and the Hunter-Tourist Resident in Extremadura

Hunters resident in Extremadura make numerous trips during the hunting season essentially on
three levels: regional, national, and international. Only a small proportion of those polled by this
study declare that they hunt exclusively in the municipality where they live (12.4%). The remainder of
hunters who do travel do so in different ways. It is noteworthy that there are two kinds of travellers in
this region depending on the duration of these trips. On the one hand, we have the hunter-trippers,
the movements of whom are characterised by being to nearby destinations for a period of less than
24 h (30.8%). On the other hand, we find hunting tourists, who constitute most of the study sample
(56.8%). They travel to territories located further away from their habitual place of residence for more
than one day and, therefore, need to stay overnight at the reception center.
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The number of days that the hunter from Extremadura stays away from his place of residence is
determined to a certain extent by his monthly income. As the level of income increases, this leads to an
increase in the number of days which the hunter spends away from his town of origin (Table 3). This
situation is logical if we take into account that overnight stays involve higher expenses at the reception
center. Therefore, hunters with less purchasing power decide to make trips that do not involve staying
at the destination.

At the same time, the application of the Pearson R and Kendall’s tau-b correlation coefficients has
allowed the establishment of relationships between the number of days that the hunter spends away
from his place of residence with other ordinal qualitative variables of this research, which provides
very interesting information. The relationship between the place travelled to and the number of days
the hunter stays at his destination is clear, since, when these trips are made to destinations closer to the
town of residence, overnight stays are not necessary or the number of days of the stay is reduced. Due to
the qualitative nature of the variable of the “places to which trips are made,” it should be explained that
an interval of values has been established in such a way that it has been considered where movements
within the autonomous region (regional travel) involve shorter trips, while those made beyond these
limits involve a greater distance to the destination. This group includes national and international
journeys. The Pearson R and Kendall’s tau-b correlation coefficients obtained between these variables
confirm this scenario with the number of nights stayed increasing as the level of travel increases.

In addition, at the same time, among the results obtained from the application of the Pearson R
and Kendall’s tau-b correlation coefficients, the relationship between the number of nights spent away
from the hunter’s place of residence and the type of reserve in which hunting is practised is noteworthy.
In this way, it has been appreciated how, as the frequency with which hunting is practised in public
reserves (reserves with a sporting aim rather than a commercial one), the number of overnight stays
falls, and, in contrast, the increase in these stays is higher among those hunters who practise their
sport in private reserves (reserves with a business purpose). These data may be essentially due to
the socioeconomic profile of the hunter as public reserves are administered by hunters’ associations,
which facilitate access to this practice to those hunters with less purchasing power. On the other hand,
hunting practised in private reserves has higher economic connotations.

The analysis of the sociodemographic and economic profile of hunting travellers’ residence in
Extremadura has concentrated on five variables: sex, age, level of studies, employment situation, and
monthly income (Table 4). The results obtained express certain differences between both profiles. In
the first place, it can be seen that there are few women in the world of hunting as they account for a
very small percentage of the sample studied (4.1% of trippers, 7.8% of tourists), even though it is true
that they are more numerous in the category of hunting tourists. This situation is clear from other
studies, which have analysed the profile of the hunter [35,36,49] as these confirm the token presence of
women in hunting. On the other hand, the age group variable reflects the presence of mature hunters
in both traveller profiles with few aged under 26 years old. This scenario is echoed in other places such
as the province of Córdoba, where the most representative age group of hunting tourists as a whole
is between 50 and 59 years of age with few young hunters [35]. However, the segmentation carried
out in this study shows that there are certain differences between the age groups characteristic of the
various types of hunting travellers residing in Extremadura. In this sense, in the profile of the hunting
tourist, most hunters belong to the 26-to-40 age group (40.3%), while, in the profile of the tripper, the
presence of hunters aged between 41 and 55 (41.9%) predominates.
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Table 3. Relationship between variables.

Monthly
Income (€) Nights Spent Away from Your Place of Residence (%) Association Measurements

(Correlations)

None 1–5 6–10 Over 10 N Pearson R Kendall tau-b

Less than 1000 53.0 28.9 6.0 12.1 83

0.283** 0.226**
1001–1500 45.1 35.9 11.3 7.7 142

1501–2000 28.6 38.8 24.5 8.1 49

2001–2500 30.8 34.6 11.5 23.1 26

Over 2500 14.3 34.3 14.3 37.1 35

Where Do You
Hunt?

Only in the
municipality

where you live
100 0 0 0 44

0.540** 0.488**
In the

municipality
where you live
and in others of

your
autonomous

region

56.7 34.2 5.8 3.3 120

In your
autonomous
region and in

others

22.0 44.1 18.6 15.3 145

In Spain and
other countries 16.3 16.3 18.6 48.8 43

How Often Do
You Hunt in

Public
Reserves?

Never 27.9 23.3 25.6 23.2 43

−0.341** −0.313**Sometimes 19.4 35.5 19.3 25.8 62

Habitually 35.5 40.0 13.6 10.9 110

Always 59.9 29.9 3.1 7.1 127

How Often Do
You Hunt in

Private
Reserves?

Never 83.9 12.9 0.0 3.3 31

0.311** 0.292**Sometimes 54.0 35.0 8.0 3.0 100

Habitually 27.8 38.6 16.1 17.5 137

Always 33.7 27.3 15.6 23.4 77

Level of
Significance *0.05 **0.01

Level of significance: this parameter allows to determine the level of statistical confidence of the results obtained.
When this value is *0.05 the statistical confidence is 95% with an error of 5%; while a value of **0.01 determines a
higher degree of confidence at 99%. Sociodemographic and Economic Profile.
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Table 4. The sociodemographic and economic profile of hunting travellers.

Sex Tripper (%) Tourist (%)

Female 4.1 7.8
Male 95.9 92.2

Age Group

Under 18 2.7 1.4
18–25 14.2 11.7
26–40 16.9 40.3
41–55 41.9 24.7
56–65 16.9 17.0

Over 65 7.4 3.9

Level of Studies

Low 52.0 34.0
Intermediate 31.1 27.2

Higher education 16.9 38.8

Employment Situation

Student 10.8 6.8
Unemployed 10.8 2.0

Working for an employer 34.5 44.7
Civil servant 8.8 9.2

Self-employed 23.6 26.2
Retired 11.5 9.7
Other 0.0 1.4

Monthly Income (€)

Under 1000 29.7 19.0
1001–1500 43.2 37.9
1501–2000 10.1 17.0
2001–2500 5.4 8.7
Over 2500 3.5 14.5

Don´t Know/No Answer/Refused 8.1 2.9

Hunting travellers residing in Extremadura are characterised by having a low formative level,
even though their differences can be appreciated between the profile of the hunter-tripper and that
of the hunter-tourist. Furthermore, 52% of the sample of hunting trippers shows a low formative
level compared with the hunting tourist where the figure falls to 34%. At the same time, it can be
observed that a large number of hunting tourists have a high formative level, which is nearly 39% of
the study sample. The more educated profile of hunting tourists may be due to the fact that higher
education generates access to scales of jobs with a higher level of monthly income. Therefore, this
higher purchasing power allows us to make trips involving overnight stays at the destinations. The
data of the monthly income variable confirm this situation as they reflect the higher income of hunting
tourists. Despite the considerable differences that can be appreciated in both traveller profiles, these do
not seem to appear in the employment situation where very similar results have been obtained. The
presence of hunting travellers working for an employer stands out as they constitute a large proportion
of the sample together with the self-employed.

3.2. Major Hunting Destinations of the Hunter from Extremadura

The trips made by hunters from Extremadura during the hunting season fall into three categories:
regional (38.9%), national (47.1%), and international (14.0%). Regional movements include those
of hunters who move within their own municipalities and others of the autonomous region of
Extremadura. On the other hand, the sample of national travellers includes hunters who travel within
their autonomous region and also make numerous trips to other Spanish regions. Lastly, we have a
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third group of travellers, which move within Spain and in other countries. This part of the sample, thus,
includes international travel. Table 5 reveals the considerable differences between the destinations
chosen by the two traveller profiles chosen. In the case of the hunter-tripper, movements within the
autonomous region constitute the majority with national travel being of lesser importance (33.4%). The
duration of the trip made by the hunting tripper is characterised by lasting less than 24 hours. This
situation means that international travel is of minor importance for this traveller type (6.4%). In this
case, it is understood that this low percentage is related to Portugal, which borders on Extremadura.
For their part, national travel is most representative among hunting tourists (5.2%) compared with a
small part of the sample of this traveller type who choose to move about within Extremadura. The
increase in the duration of the journey and the necessary overnight stays at the hunting destination
mean that international travel is frequent for these hunters. A total of 17.9% of those polled in this
group declare that they travel outside Spain.

Table 5. Places where the hunting traveller from Extremadura hunts.

Tripper (%) Tourist (%)

In the municipality in which you live and
in others of your autonomous region 62.4 25.9

In your autonomous region and in others 29.4 56.2
In Spain and in other countries 6.4 17.9

Don´t Know/No Answer/Refused 1.8 0.0

Figure 3 represents the main regional destinations selected in the study sample. In the first place,
the impact of hunting in the rural milieu attracts our attention as practically all rural areas have
been chosen as a destination by the hunting traveller from Extremadura. At the same time, it can be
appreciated that the major urban areas do not share this importance as reception centres for hunters
from Extremadura with the exception of the city of Cáceres. Despite the fact that this municipality
appears as a destination, only between 5% and 15% of the sample declare that they have travelled
there to hunt when compared with more than 30% of hunters who have chosen rural districts such as
Monfragüe and La Vera. Moreover, these territories appear as the main hunting destinations in the
region. This importance may be due to the clear vocation for big game hunting of both districts [50]
as this type of hunting is one of the main interests of the hunting traveller. This vocation can also be
found in other districts such as Villuercas-Ibores-Jara and the Sierra de San Pedro-Tajo Internacional,
which gives rise to forming the second group of destinations. These are joined by the territory of La
Serena, which differs from the remainder by showing a clear vocation for small game hunting. Despite
the predominance of these areas, trips are made over practically all of Extremadura, even though the
remainder of the districts are less affected by this kind of trip.

In addition to the considerable number of movements of hunters within their autonomous region,
there is a significant amount of travel beyond the borders of Extremadura (Figure 4). On a national scale,
the favourite hunting destinations of hunters from Extremadura show the importance of geographical
proximity with regard to the place of origin in such a way that these territories share a common
characteristic. They are autonomous regions bordering on Extremadura. Among these destinations,
Castilla-La Mancha stands out since it is chosen by more than 50% of travellers within Spain. Castilla
y León is also prominent. The importance of these autonomous regions as hunting destinations has
also been found in studies carried out on a national scale [51] due to the multitude of hunting species
present in both territories. The remainder of the Spanish autonomous regions are practically ignored
by the study sample of travellers within Spain.

International travel is engaged in by a small proportion of the sample of travellers from
Extremadura (14.0%). The main international destinations are Africa (37.5%), Europe (62.5%), and
America (8.3%). As can be seen, which was the case with travel within Spain’s proximity to the
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destination, is a characteristic parameter of the demand from hunting travellers, since the most popular
international destinations are Europe and Africa.Resources 2020, 9, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 19 
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Figure 3. Movements of hunters from Extremadura within the borders of their region.

The hunter devotes a considerable number of days to travelling in order to hunt. A large
proportion of the sample declared that they travel for more than 30 days on different hunting trips.
This confirms the great mobility of hunters if we take into account that the general hunting period
is only during the winter. At the same time, it should be specified that, during this period, as a rule,
the days when hunting is permitted are restricted to weekends and holidays, to which Thursdays are
added for certain forms of hunting [52]. Although there are no significant differences between the
number of days on which the hunter-tripper and the hunting tourist travel during the hunting season,
the data obtained show that the latter type of traveller appears to do so for a larger number of days,
with more than 57% declaring that they leave their place of residence for more than 30 days when
compared with 35.1% of hunter-trippers.

During these journeys, hunting tourists make numerous overnight stays, which vary between one
and 10 days. These stays are made in various types of tourist accommodation. Table 6 reveals the
preference of the hunting tourist for the categories of casas rurales, rural hotels, and hotels from one to
three stars. This situation may be due to the lack of other types of accommodation at the destination,
since, which have been observed throughout the study, the main regional reception centres are located
in rural areas where rural accommodation tends to predominate. At the same time, free lodging in
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private houses belonging to friends or relations is very frequent since it accounts for more than 25% of
the sample. The remainder of the types are chosen by a low proportion of the hunters with the minor
presence of tourist apartments being noteworthy.Resources 2020, 9, x FOR PEER REVIEW 11 of 19 
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Since hunting is strongly gregarious in nature [10], travelling alone is infrequent in this specific
form of tourism (Table 6). Travelling with friends is one of the categories preferred by both traveller
profiles and is very common among hunting tourists (67%). Second, travelling as a family also stands
out even though certain differences occur between hunting trippers (18.6%) and hunting tourists
(30.1%). This lower proportion of travel as a family among hunting trippers may be due to the short
duration of these journeys, which conditions the presence of people who are not hunters. This situation
is reflected in the participation of hunter-trippers in activities other than hunting, where practically 58%
of the sample declare that they travel exclusively to hunt and do not carry out any other activities. The
opposite situation is found in the journeys of the hunting tourist who frequently carries out activities
other than hunting, such as enjoying local gastronomy (46%) and practising rural tourism (40%). Other
activities such as cultural visits or visits that protected natural spaces are less prevalent for both profiles
of travellers. Despite this, the role that may be played by hunting tourism can be appreciated. It helps
eliminate the seasonality characteristic of other tourist types, as the hunting season falls in winter to
coincide with a reduction in demand in destinations such as Extremadura. On these journeys, hunters’
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expenses are considerable (food, transport, accommodation, etc.) since, according to the data obtained
in this study, they attain 800€ per person in the case of the hunting tripper and 1182€ in that of the
hunting tourist.

Table 6. Travel characteristics.

How Many Days Do You Travel Per Season to Hunt? Tripper (%) Tourist (%)

1–10 23.7 12.1
11–20 13.5 17.0
21–30 16.2 13.6

Over 30 35.1 57.3
DK/NA/REF 11.5 0.0

Overnight Stays Tourist (%)

1–5 56.8
6–10 20.4

Over 10 22.8

Type of Tourist Accommodation Tourist (%)

Private house of friends or relatives 25.2
Casa rural 30.1
Rural hotel 24.8

1- to 3-star hotel 35.5
4- to 5-star hotel 12.1

Tourist apartment 6.8
On the estate where you hunt 11.2

Other 17.0

Who do you Travel With? Tripper (%) Tourist (%)

Friends 32.4 67.0
Family 18.6 30.1
Alone 11.0 11.7

As a couple 1.4 18.0
Other 1.4 2.4

DK/NA/REF 13.1 0.0

Activities Other than Hunting

None 57.9 16.1
Gastronomic tourism 15.9 46.8

Rural tourism 10.3 40.0
Visits to protected natural spaces 2.1 17.6

Cultural visits 2.1 25.4
Other 0.0 0.5

DK/NA/REF 15.2 3.4

Average expense per person 800 € 1182 €

3.3. Hunting Types

Hunting is very widely practised in Extremadura, where more than 87% of the surface area
is considered suitable for this activity. In addition, it has a total of 24 species of small game and
seven of big game (Sus Scrofa, Cervus Elaphus, Capreolus Capreolus, Capra Pyrenaica, Dama Dama,
Ammotragus Lervia, Ovis Orientalis Musimon).These hunting grounds belong to different categories,
which are described in current legislation [53] to reflect the existence of two hunting models: public
and economic. The public model is developed on land considered to be public reserves. The aim of this
is to facilitate access under conditions of social equality to all hunters from Extremadura. This type of
reserve is administered by local hunters’ associations, which are distributed all over the region. On the
other hand, the economic model takes the form of private game preserves in which practising hunting
is more expensive. This situation determines the frequency with which the two types of travellers
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analysed in this study hunt in each of these enclosed spaces. In this sense, due to the fact that the
profile of the hunting tripper is mainly characterised by earning less income than the hunter-tourist,
one can appreciate that these travellers tend more to hunt in public reserves (Table 7). Furthermore,
51.4% of the sample of hunting trippers declare that they always hunt in public reserves compared
with 17.5% who do so in private reserves. This intensity with which the tripper hunts in public reserves
shows considerable differences with regard to the profile of the hunting tourist, who is characterised
by his greater presence in private preserves, according to the data expounded in this research. Despite
this, the latter type of traveller also declares that he habitually hunts (34.5%) in public preserves. There
are, thus, considerable inequalities in access to hunting lands among both types of travellers.

Table 7. Types of hunting.

Frequency of Hunting in Public Reserves Tripper (%) Tourist (%)

Never 8.1 15.0
Sometimes 8.8 24.3
Habitually 26.4 34.5

Always 51.4 24.7
DK/NA/REF 5.3 1.5

Frequency of Hunting in Private Reserves

Never 17.6 2.4
Sometimes 36.5 22.3
Habitually 26.4 48.1

Always 17.5 24.8
DK/NA/REF 2.0 2.4

Do You Belong to a Local Hunters’ Association?

Yes 87.2 67.5
No 12.8 32.0

DK/NA/REF 0.0 0.5

Types of Small Game Hunting

Individual or group pursuit 73.5 71.9
Fixed stand 49.0 60.8
Fox hunting 37.4 41.7

Dogs in a burrow 26.5 23.1
Beating small game in limited areas 24.5 36.7
Releasing for immediate shooting 15.0 31.2

Partridge beating 12.9 23.6
Partridge with decoy 10.2 14.6

With greyhounds and other dogs for pursuit 6.1 8.6

Types of Big Game Hunting

Hunting party 68.7 77.9
Waiting 44.9 59.3
Beating 41.5 45.2

Beating in limited areas 30.6 39.7
Stalking 19.0 36.7

Bow and arrow 1.4 0.5

The types of hunting that may be practised in this region are described in current legislation [53],
which recognises the existence of nine types of small game hunting and seven types of big game
hunting. The results obtained do not show great differences between the occurrence of these types in
the profiles of the hunting traveller (Table 7). However, the data provide very interesting information
on the main types practised by both profiles. The great importance in small game hunting of the
practice of individual or group pursuit and in big game hunting of the hunting party is noteworthy.
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4. Discussion

Hunters make a large number of trips with the aim of shooting different hunting specimens due
to several factors. These include the irregular distribution of hunting species, their abundance, and
the interest in enjoying new experiences. The duration of these trips allows us to establish two types
of travellers: hunter-trippers and hunting tourists. At the same time, these movements take place
on three levels (regional, national, and international), which coincides with that already described
internationally [10]. This has given rise to a national and international hunting market with its supply
and demand and with companies who provide the necessary services. All this data is known mainly
through indirect sources (magazine reports, specialised fairs, hunters’ clubs), there is a significant lack
of knowledge through primary sources or direct surveys of hunters. This study provides knowledge
on this issue. First, the results obtained show the high mobility of Extremaduran hunters, which is
a feature that can be extended to hunters from other countries around us. In addition, the results
obtained in this study prove the relationship that exists between the level of income and the distance
travelled in such a way that, as the monthly income of the hunter increases, the distance travelled
also appears to increase. This confirms the first hypothesis of the study. Despite this, it should be
stressed that all travel irrespective of its level has a common characteristic, i.e., the preferential choice
of destinations near the place of residence. The main hunting destinations chosen by the hunters of the
study sample are, therefore, the regions bordering on Extremadura and countries near Spain, barring
exceptions [36]. However, it must be pointed out that hunters can make large journeys carried by the
presence of hunting species in specific geographical areas. This may be the case for hunters arriving in
Extremadura, and other parts of Spain from countries around the world, to hunt the wild goat (Capra
pyrenaica), which is an endemic species of the Ibérica peninsula.

Among the results obtained, our attention was drawn by the considerable number of trips, which
are made by hunters from Extremadura during the hunting season. A large proportion of those polled
travel over 30 days per season. During these movements, they incur significant expenses due to their
overnight stays at the destination and carrying out activities other than hunting, to participation in the
day’s hunting, and to the use of means of transport, among others. These expenses assume a substantial
income, which is essentially generated by the hunting destinations. In many cases, the destinations are
located in rural areas, which are depressed from a demographic and economic perspective. Hunting,
therefore, helps to stimulate the local economy of hunting destinations [11,17,25]. Moreover, hunting is
practised in the winter months, which is when the demand from other tourist types falls. For this reason,
hunting tourism plays an important role, helping to reduce the seasonality of other tourist types and
acting as a support for demand in the low season. In this sense, it can be mentioned that Extremadura is
an eminently rural region suffering from serious problems of depopulation, unemployment, low birth
rates, and aging [54]. For this reason, the sustainable use of endogenous resources can help mitigate
the situation. The movements of the hunter from Extremadura within the borders of his region are
very frequent among those polled, which means that they help generate income in the said region. For
these movements, we should add those starring hunters from other regions and countries. The income
deriving from these movements together with that generated by the remainder of the activities of the
hunting sector amounted to more than 385 million euros for the last hunting season [49]. These data
confirm the role played by hunting in the local economy.

From a socioeconomic perspective, the results obtained reveal that few women are present in the
hunting scenario as has been found by other studies [35,49]. Despite this, it appears that the number of
women involved is gradually increasing [55]. The incorporation of women to the world of hunting
may lead to an increase in the number of licences and help to achieve the generational transition, which
is currently a major challenge for the autonomous region of Extremadura. At the same time, it must
be stressed that women in the world of hunting have played a secondary role. In hunting tourism,
they have acted as companions [35] and this situation should be taken into account when providing
activities to complement this kind of demand.
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The results obtained in this study are groundbreaking in that no other similar research has
previously been carried out in Extremadura and other Spanish autonomous regions. This contribution
to knowledge becomes a useful tool for management and planning, including taking measures to
generate the sustainable exploitation of hunting species. Nevertheless, this research has a series of
limitations, essentially in analyzing the mobility of the travellers. The small number of replies obtained
from the same issuing centre to different reception centres has prevented the development of this
mobility analysis. For this reason, a future line of research is a more detailed mobility analysis to allow
the determining of tourist routes in this type of tourism.

5. Conclusions

The data expounded in this research allow the confirmation of two types of travellers among
hunters of Extremadura: the hunter-tripper and the hunter-tourist. These two profiles are defined
differently, which we explain below.

Hunter-trippers are characterised in general terms by having a lower formative level, lower
income, choosing public reserves, and hunting in areas near their place of residence.

Hunter-tourists generally have a higher formative level, higher income, mainly choose private
reserves, engage in activities to complement hunting, and show a stronger trend to travel to different
areas (Extremadura and other autonomous regions) and, in some cases, outside Spain.

Likewise, other conclusions can be gathered from the survey carried out.

• From a socioeconomic perspective, it can be appreciated that few women are to be found in
either profile, even though it should be specified that their presence is increasing in the sample of
hunting tourists.

• As far as age is concerned, the profile is that of a mature hunter with few under 26 years of age.
• As for movements during the hunting season, a large proportion of the hunters of the sample

declare that they travel more than 30 days. During this large number of days, the hunting tourist
stays overnight, spending between 1 and 10 days away from home. These overnight stays take
place in various types of tourist accommodation, in particular in rural accommodation and hotels
from 1 to 3 stars.

• Hunters tend to travel in company. Trips with friends and family stand out.
• The journeys of hunters from Extremadura during the 2018/2019 hunting season generated

considerable income with certain differences between the two traveller profiles detected. The
average expense per person incurred by the hunting tripper amounted to 800 €. The figure
increases to 1182 € in the case of the hunting tourist. These data reveal the role played by hunting
as an economic activity and the considerable income it contributes in tourist destinations.

• Lastly, as far as practising the main types of hunting is concerned, no major differences were
found between both types of travellers. The prominence of individual pursuit and hunting parties
should be emphasised.

Lastly, after carrying out the research, the two initial hypotheses put forward can be accepted.
The results show the differences between the two traveller profiles and the relationship between some
of the study variables.
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